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Sometimes a church building can bring hope to the community! 

“I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together!”  I learned this Avery and Marsh song in the early ‘70s 

and taught it to youth groups, children’s choirs and adults at church and camp.  The words to the first verse are, “The 

church is not a building; the church is not a steeple; the church is not a resting place; the church is a people.”  

It has been an often repeated refrain from me that the church is not a steeple but a people.  There is truth in that 

statement but in the past couple of weeks this church building on the corner of Taylor Road and Berry Hill Road has 

served as a beacon of God’s love and welcome to the wider community of Montgomery.   

Just this past week, 5 different individuals in various stages of life crisis were drawn to this building seeking aide. I 

suppose to them, the building represented a way through or out of a momentary crisis.  The bricks and mortar were 

transformed into a place of comfort, peace and perhaps new beginnings.  It is true that a few folks are so desperate they 

sometimes take advantage of our generosity. We assess the need and seek to determine the kinds of help we can provide. 

For instance, we were not able to provide monetary help to one couple but gave them grocery sacks of food to help them 

feed their family. We paid for one night’s lodging for another couple in transition who were waiting on the promised 

availability of shelter at the Red Cross for the next night.  We filled one car with gas to help a young man get to a new job 

enabling him to get back on his feet. One gentleman came after hours not seeking money or food or gas but wanted to 

talk and get some things off his heart.  He somehow knew he could trust this place and the people of this place to hold 

his secret concerns and perhaps show him the way. 

A couple of weeks ago 120 people came to receive food through our Food Ministry which gives a boost to those with 

difficult and challenging circumstances. Gathering in the Sanctuary for a time of singing and prayer, we offer hospitality 

and God’s unconditional love to each one present. 

Last week end a memorial service was held in our Sanctuary for a dear friend of one of our members.  Because his friend 

was a person of faith it was desirous of the family to find a church that would welcome them in the celebration of their 

deceased love one’s life.  Our building was made available and once again this building became a place of welcome, a 

place of hope, a place of radical hospitality to well over 200 people. When others couldn’t or wouldn’t, we did!  

This weekend there was a wedding in our Sanctuary offering a setting where promises of life-long love and respect were 

made between two people seeking to honor the God given gift of love. 

Once again on Sunday, our building will be a place of hospitality and welcome as a sister congregation baptizes six of 

their young people into the Christian community “borrowing” our baptistery.  

And by the way, numerous members and participants of First Christian Church gather in this building each and every 

week to proclaim and witness God’s unconditional love through worship, study, service and fellowship.     

First Christian Church is a busy place proclaiming our vision of demonstrating and proclaiming God's joyful, 

unconditional love and providing an inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God's children. 

I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together!   

  Honored to be your Pastor along this part of your journey! 

Jim 

PS, I hope you have made a pledge to the Capital Campaign to help pay off the mortgage of our wonderful building! 
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FCC will be collecting school supply for the next 

couple of weeks for  Common Ground 

Montgomery’s After School Program. The After 

School Program creates both a safe space for the 

kids of our community to come off the streets in 

the evenings and a tremendous opportunity for us 

to invest in them in many ways. They focus in three 

areas: academics, Bible, and electives (these vary 

from semester to semester but have included 

painting, basketball, gymnastics, dance, martial 

arts, and guitar).  

The needs for the program are listed below:  

 pencils, college rule paper, notebooks,  

construction paper, pens, glue, markers,  

post it notes,  sidewalk chalk, 

basketballs, footballs, basketball pumps,  

volleyballs, and board games. 

 

Disciples Door to Door will be visiting 

South Haven Health and 

Rehabilitation Center on  August 

15th. W e will meet there at  

9:00 a.m. at 1300 E South Blvd, 

Montgomery, AL 36116. 

Please join us to bless and be blessed. Small dogs 

are welcome to help us visit.  

Please contact Alexine Saunders at  

334-220-9942 if you have any questions.  

Students, bring your backpacks to 

worship, Sunday, August 9th. During 

the service, you will be asked to place 

your backpacks close to the altar. This is 

a great way for students to dedicate 

their school year to the Lord.  

The Keystone Sunday School class is an 

intergenerational group where all ages are welcome. 

We study from an International Lesson Plan which 

follows the Lectionary. It provides a traditional Bible 

study approach, using the relevance of contemporary 

experience with the NRSV Bible in a lecture/discussion 

based model. Teachers are John Lambert, Lester 

Smith, and Alice McKinney. Guest teachers include 

Jerry Snow, John Langford, and our FCC children. 

 

The September Lesson Plan is entitled  

"Seeds of New Growth" and is as follows: 

Sept 6  Praying for One Another   Acts 4 

Sept 13  Sharing All Things   Acts 4 & 5 

Sept 20  Witnessing to the Truth  Acts 5 

Sept 27  Remembering God's Faithfulness Acts 7 & 8  

FCC 

We will continue to purchase the “Feasting On 

The Word” Sunday School curriculum as we move 

into the Fall Programs.  If any of our Adult 

Sunday School teachers wish to change their 

curricula please let Mara Donovan know.  Also if 

there are going to be any major changes in your 

classrooms please let her know that also.  

Teachers:  we are seeking Children’s Sunday 

School volunteer teachers.  We would like to build 

a list of perhaps 6-8 teachers who would be 

willing to rotate throughout the Fall and teach 

our younger children in grades K-5.  Please let 

Mara Donovan know if you are interested. 

We’d also like to increase the number of members 

who are trained to work in the Audio Visual room 

during Sunday services.  Training only takes 45 

minutes if you feel compelled to serve in this 

capacity.  Hannah Donovan can show you the ins 

and outs of the AV duties at any time.  

Mara Donovan  

Christian Education 



August 30th will be Pastor Jim Brooks' last 

Sunday with our congregation, and I know you 

will join me in thanking him for his long term of 

service as our interim pastor. What a blessing he 

has been for First Christian Church! Pastor Jim's 

favorite song is "Be Thou My Vision," so we are 

gathering a special choir to sing that song for our 

anthem on August 30.  If you would like to join 

your voice with the choir, please come and 

practice with us August 5, 19, and 26 at 6:30 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary. 

 

Music is love made manifest. Sing on! 

 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 

 

On June 14th, the Pastoral Search committee gave an 
update to the congregation during the Sunday worship 
service.  At that time, we reported to you that:  
 We had received profiles from approximately 25 

pastoral candidates in the Search and Call process.  
 We independently scored the candidates on the 

criteria given to us by the FCC congregational survey. 
 We had Skype interviews with two of the candidates.  
 We narrowed the candidates to one and invited that 

candidate to come to Montgomery to tour the area 
and meet with the Pastoral Search Committee.  

 
Since that report to you, we have personally met with the 
“top” candidate and his wife.  (They have a two year old 
son that did not join them for the trip to Montgomery.)  
The committee is excited about this candidate and 
strongly feels he is a good match for FCC Montgomery. 
We extended an invitation to him to return to 
Montgomery to meet the congregation during August.  
 
Keep in mind that the candidates’ profiles given to us were 
given to many other churches throughout the country. The 
top candidates will have several churches from which to 
choose.  The candidate that we wish to recommend to you 
indicated that he will give us an answer to our invitation 
in mid-August.  He and his wife are prayerfully seeking 
God’s will for the next chapter of their ministry.  
 
We ask that you continue to lift the Pastoral Search 
Committee in prayer as we also seek to discern God’s will 
for our future. 
 
  Alice McKinney, Chairperson 

In January of this year, Reverend Jim Brooks came to 

serve as our interim minister.  After being introduced 

to Disciples worship by the innovative and thought-

provoking preaching style of Susan Diamond, I could 

not imagine myself finding much to celebrate with a 

retired male minister whose bearded face reminded 

me of a very kind Santa.   

Eight months later, I am reminded of the timeless and 

wise statement of not judging “a book by its cover.” 

Although I knew it well, I have been reminded that 

judgments are to be made based on the appropriate 

information which usually involves a fair amount of 

time.  God has used Jim’s innovative, thought-

provoking preaching and teaching to remind me of 

that more times than I care to mention.  Thank you, 

Jim.  We have loved your preaching.   Jim also 

challenged us as a church. His question from the 

communion table, of who is welcome; and what does 

that look like, ought to be forever ingrained in our 

minds.    

So Jim, on behalf of First Christian Church, I would 

like to take this moment to say thank you.  Thank you 

for amazing sermons, thank you for sharing great 

singing voice and being a part of the choir, thank you 

for loving our children, thank you for great Wednesday 

evening conversation, thank you for wonderful meals 

shared around a table, thank you to the Bible school 

prophet, thank you for caring for our sick, thank you 

for listening to those of us who needed an ear and the 

many who needed guidance and a friend.   

Thank you for repeating the hard questions and not 

letting us forget or pass them off to the next group.   

Thank you for your courage as, we faced the church 

altering question of, “are all members full fledge 

members of First Christian Church with all the rights 

and privileges thereof.”  Thank you for leading a 

charge against discrimination in one of its many 

forms.  Finally, thank you for the soul’s medicine of 

laughter- which in your case does sound like Santa and 

is music to many.   Our church and our lives are better 

because you and Katrine were here.  We will miss you 

and we wish you all the best as you both venture into 

retirement.    

Blessings, Peace and War Eagle 

Fannie Ashley 

Moderator 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

VBS Everest was a great success due to the willingness of so many to help!  There were 16 participants and about 32 

volunteers who helped out behind the scenes or during VBS week.  The focus of the week was on God's Power, which 
included God's power to provide, God's power to comfort, and God's power to love us forever.  These Bible points were 

brought to life through music, active Bible lessons, fun science experiments, games, skits, and videos about kids helping 

others to experience God's love.  We also  collected money to provide kid friendly Bibles for children in Thailand.  
As VBS coordinator, I was rewarded daily as I saw the kids as well as the adults having so much fun learning about 

God's power.  

Melissa Anderson VBS Coordinator 


